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SHARKS — HAZARD MITIGATION — DRUM LINES 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Fisheries) [12.13 pm]: On the independent recommendation of 
WA’s Chief Scientist, Professor Peter Klinken, AC, and through the Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development, the scientific trial to catch, tag and relocate white sharks will now extend until May 2021. 
The SMART drum line trial extension is to enable the collection of more data on the sharks being caught, tagged 
and monitored, and will allow for a science-based assessment of the effectiveness of the technology in reducing 
the risk of shark attacks. 

The trial off the coast near Gracetown assesses the effectiveness of drum line technology in reducing the risk of shark 
attacks and includes 240 data recording VR2 receivers on the seabed, which track the movement of tagged sharks. 
During the first 12 months, the SMART drum lines caught two target-species sharks—that is, white sharks—and 
146 non-target sharks, including tiger sharks and bronze whalers. As of May, a further 30 non-target species sharks 
had also been caught. Professor Klinken, as WA’s Chief Scientist, in consultation with the ministerial reference 
group, will continue to review data from the first 15 months of the trial to see whether the trial’s methodology can 
be improved. 

This action forms just one part of the McGowan government’s commitment to shark mitigation. Other initiatives 
include raising safety awareness through the “Sea Sense” campaign, subsidising approved personal shark deterrents 
for divers and surfers, funding enhanced beach patrols by Surf Life Saving WA, expanding the shark monitoring 
network to detect tagged sharks between Perth and Esperance, and installing three new beachside shark warning 
systems. Our goal is to keep improving WA’s shark mitigation strategy and embrace scientifically-proven technology, 
but we also urge people to use their sea sense whenever they go to the beach. The McGowan government has 
implemented one of the most comprehensive shark mitigation strategies in the country, with a range of tools and 
actions, to ensure we have the information we need to enjoy the water safely. 
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